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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
June 2, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Joe Rodrigues, Marianne Iarossi, Catie Childs, Emilie Schuler
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings and Discussions
RDA, 17 Temple Avenue

Present: Carl Lindegren

The applicant proposes to expand a deck in the Buffer Zone to Lake Boon.  He will be adding one sonotube and staying out of the floodplain.  The lot is mostly level.  Paul Byrne made a motion to issue a negative determination, second by Joe Rodriguez, vote 6-0-0.

RDA, 161 Broad Street

Present: Mary Ann and Michael Rego

The applicant proposes to pave and install parts of a stormwater management system in an area of Buffer Zone as part of a parking lot for condominiums.  The work is separated from the wetlands by a fence and driveway.  Paul Byrne moved to schedule a site visit, posted as a Public Meeting, on June 8 at 6:00.  Second by Emilie Schuler, vote 6-0-0.
Continued NOI, Woodrow Street, 190-0595
Present: Steve Poole, Arthur Redding, Scott Morrison
Steve Poole submitted a revised NOI citing all three lots where work is proposed. The Commission reviewed the plans from 190-496, which was approved in 2007 and expired with no work done.  640 square feet of wetland was approved to be filled as opposed to 778 proposed to be filled for the current project.  Other differences include: the house orientation was flipped, the septic system removed, and Cultec infiltration chambers were added.  Pam Helinek had requested a report of trees over 6” in diameter to be cut for the project.  Steve Poole reported 31 trees: 16 large pine trees up to 36” in diameter, 14 Norway maples, up to 12” diameter, and one birch tree.  
Joe Rodrigues expressed concern about the depth of the wetland soils and the need to support the bank during excavation.  He requested Steve Poole to determine how deep they will need to go. Marianne Iarossi asked if there were any way to reposition the house or make it smaller to avoid filling wetlands and cutting so many trees.  Emilie Schuler requested that the mitigation plan include invasive plant removal and monitoring. Paul Byrne moved to continue the hearing to June 16 at7:00, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0.
EO, Highland Commons, 190-0481
Present: Matt Oates (Benderson Development), Gene Crouch (VHB), Carolyn MacDonald (Berlin Conservation Commission)
The applicant has submitted a schedule for mitigation work on the south side (back) of the property.  Matt Oates reported that the old silt fence and other debris has been cleaned up. Benderson has gone out to bid for a contractor to remove the culvert and do the required restoration work on the north side of the property.  They plan to do a new delineation and survey of the south side next week and work on formulating a new mitigation plan.  Since the work will be done in Berlin and Berlin’s OOC  has expired, Benderson will need to submit a new NOI to Berlin.
Paul Byrne asked about restoration of Tripp’s Pond.  A large amount of siltation filled the pond during construction of Highland Commons and Paul said the understanding had been that the pond would be restored after construction was complete.  Matt Oates said that the Enforcement Order only required that work cease and desist until repairs were made to avoid further problems, and that the requirements had been met.  He said that Benderson was under no obligation to do any further work in this area.   Pam Helinek reported that she has searched for documentation indicating that Benderson would be held responsible for cleaning up the pond, but could not find anything.   She offered to talk to Town Council about what recourse the Commission might have to require Benderson to repair the damage to the pond.

Paul Byrne suggested that the money allocated for Riverfront Enhancement in Berlin may actually cause unnecessary disturbance and that the money might instead be spend on mitigation for Tripps Pond.  Carolyn MacDonald said that there was damage in Berlin that needed to be repaired, and the Commission agreed that whatever work was required in Berlin would be done, but that money allocated for mitigation of work done in Hudson might be better spent on Tripps Pond.  Matt Oates agreed that once the cost of the originally required work is determined, there could be other options for how the money is spent.  
The Commission requested bi-monthly status updates from Benderson and VHB, the first due on June 15th, and asked that they present a preliminary plan to the Commission on June 30th.  
Paul Byrne made a motion to extend the current OOC, 190-0481, for one year with the conditions that the Commission receives a copy of the Berlin OOC before work on the southern part of the property begins and that the Commission received bi-monthly updates for the duration of the work.  Second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 6-0-0.

Paul Byrne made a motion to cancel the July 7th meeting and reschedule it to June 30 at 7:00. Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0.

Paul Byrne made a motion to continue the Highland Common discussion to June 30 at 7:00, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0.

Administrative Business
Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from May 19.  Second by Emilie Schuler, vote 6-0-0.
Joe Rodrigues moved to nominate Paul Byrne to be chairman, second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 5-0-1.  Paul Byrne moved to nominate David Mercer as vice chairman, second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 5-0-1.
Marianne Iarossi moved to have Pam Helinek request Town Council to review the draft bylaw, and to meet with appropriate Town staff to discuss the bylaw before submitting it to the Town Meeting warrant.  Second by Catie Childs, vote 6-0-0.

Adjournment

Marianne Iarossi moved to adjourn the meeting, second by Catie Childs, vote 6-0-0.
5

